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Minutes of the previous session were proposed and approved.



Presentations
- Dr Sue Kinsey, Senior Pollution Policy Officer, Marine Conservation Society (SK)
- Dr David Morritt, Reader in Aquatic Ecology, Royal Holloway, University of London (DM)
- Tanya Ferry, Environment Manager, Port of London Authority (PLA) (TF)

SK gave a presentation on the quantity, type and trends in national marine and aquatic litter, the
effects on the marine environment and the domestic and international regulatory framework and
possibility for change to that regime.

DM outlined the reasons for and the findings of a study into the prevalence of plastic fibres and
fragments in fish in a mid river section of the tidal Thames. He explained that the next stage of the
study had widened the scope of the investigation to include a greater number of types of fish and a
comparison between the Clyde and the Thames to increase the understanding of the depth and
breadth of the trend identified in the first study (the flounder contained up to 75% plastic fibres in
its gut).

TF explained the scope and role of the PLA, covered the environmental well-being of the tidal
Thames and the scale of the discarded material found at surface and foreshore collection points i.e.
the increased presence of plastics in the river and the estuary.

Q&A
*Jim Fitzpatrick MP (JF) probed the scale of the problem.

*Lord Wrigglesworth Kt asked about the work undertaken with school children to change behaviour
and enquired whether the increase in cruise holidays was having an impact on the quantity of plastic
waste in the oceans.

*Baroness Miller echoed the point about awareness campaigning and enquired whether sewerage
systems could be modified to remove sanitary products.

*Dr Tania Mathias MP asked for views on the modification of labelling or the outright ban of micro
beads from skincare and other products.

*Baroness Wilcox asked about the PLA's partnership working with riparian local authorities.

TF outlined the PLA plan to extend the driftwood and waste material collectors westward, the need
for greater information on the effects of plastic in the tidal Thames eastwards beyond Greenhithe
and the nature of the partnership working through the Thames Litter Forum and the Greater London
Authority.

DM confirmed that plastics in the marine environment is a growing problem. He agreed that
behavioural change is key.

Expanding on DM's point, SK suggested that behavioural change needs to be secured from both the
manufacturers of products and consumers in both the use and disposal of items. She suggested that
cruise ships are governed by tight port state control measures. While calling for an outright ban of
micro beads, either at domestic or EU level, as per the USA lead.

Calendar
JF flagged up the next session: Reinvigorating the UK Ship Register, with Sir Alan Massey and Simon
Barham, Maritime and Coastguard Agency, Tuesday 19 July, 17-18:00.



